LOOKING   AT   ENGLAND

succeed? They seem to achieve much in foreign affairs. I do not
perceive that they achieve much in improving our- defences or in
improving the lot of our under-dogs. In the matter of defences,
you will remember the last-minute spade, bucket and sandbag
chaos in September. In the matter of our under-dogs, you have
but to read your daily newspaper with a discerning eye to see
how much is done to better their lot.

While England was moving to that gloomiest of all festivals,
the British Christmastide, Mr. Chamberlain told some five
hundred odd, no, not odd, I mean more than five hundred guests
at a Foreign Press banquet once more what he intended to do in
foreign affairs. As some sign of appreciation for his services at
Munich, the German Press, in a body, boycotted the banquet.
The Germans had been provoked into remaining away by the
following brutal passage in Mr. Chamberlain's speech:

I must deplore the present attitude of the German Press
which in one case has not scrupled to pour out its vituperation
against our most respected statesman, himself only recently
the Prime Minister of this country, and in few cases has
shown much desire to understand our point of view.

There we are, deploring again. Would you believe it? It's
just political hay fever.

Once more

We deplore

We deplore

And abhor

The German attacks on our worth.

It is cheek

But the meek

Turn the cheek

Ev'ry week

And hope to inherit the earth.

But nowadays we may not even deplore.   Could German bar-
barity go further?  Soon our last occupation will be gone.  What
is left to us if we may neither deplore nor deprecate?  A world
" without a wailing wall.
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